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General Instructions:  

1. The paper is divided into three sections Section-A: Reading Comprehension, Section-B: 
Writing Skills and Section-C: Literature. All the sections are compulsory. 

2.  Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 
3.  Please write down the serial number of the question in the answer script correctly before 

attempting it. 
4. Separate instructions are given with each question, wherever necessary. Read these 

carefully. 

 
SECTION--A: READING COMPREHENSION 

I. Read the following passage:        

 1. I’ve always held the belief that rationale or logic has no place in faith. If you have faith in the 
Supreme then you must also accept that you are not out there to defend your faith based on any 
scientific evidence. Those who don’t share your belief have an equal right to their opinion. What 
matters is your personal stand. If you feel peaceful and joyous, if you feel inspired to do good 
deeds by having your faith, then by all means keep it, there’s no reason to abandon it.  

2. Einstein once got a letter asking if he believed in the Supreme. Einstein sent a telegram in 
response stating, “I believe in Spinoza’s idea of the Supreme who reveals himself in the orderly 
harmony of what exists, not in someone who concerns himself with the fates and actions of 
human beings.” In case you are not familiar, Baruch Spinoza (1632 – 1677) was a Dutch 
philosopher (yes, not just brilliant engineers, they have philosophers too). An unorthodox and 
independent thinker, his views were revolutionary at the time. His philosophy is thought-
provoking. So, where does that leave us in regards to faith?  

3. To me, faith is a sentiment, it’s an emotion. Just like you fall in love and you surrender in love 
and you find yourself willing to do anything for the person you love, same is with faith. Faith is 
love. When you have faith, you let go off your worries of the future, you let go off your guilt of 
the past, because you have surrendered to the divine will. You remain committed to a life of 
goodness and action. But, you also recognize that there are other bigger forces, of immense 
scale, in play in the grand scheme of things and it’ll do you much good to play along.  



4. Faith does not mean all your dreams will come true, it simply means you look upon 
everything that’s granted to you as a blessing. Just focus on your deeds, and before long, you’ll 
be filled beyond measure.  

5. Accepting the transient nature of this world, and its eternal impermanence, is the definitive 
path to inner peace. Either live in complete surrender or exercise total control. If your boat is 
neither anchored nor guided, it’ll just drift then. It’ll drift in the direction of your thoughts, 
desires and emotions. Here today, there tomorrow. Anchor your ship if you are tired of rowing. 
Have faith.           

A Mystic’s Viewpoint-Blog by Om Swami  

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below: 10x1=10 marks 

i. According to the author, Faith : 
a. does not depend on rationale and logic 
b. is a personal stand 
c. fills us with joy and peace 
d. All of the above 

 
ii. “Here today, there tomorrow‟ (Para 5) refers to 

a. our thoughts 
b. our faith 
c. our emotions 
d. our desires 

 
iii. What is the surest path to inner peace? 
 
iv. In what way is faith similar to love? 
 
v. The tone of the author in the sentence “yes, not just brilliant engineers, they have philosophers 
too” is: 

a. Imperative 
b. Inquisitive 
c. Sarcastic 
d. Exclamatory 

 
vi. Why does the author ask us to “Either live in complete surrender or exercise total control”? 
 
vii. How can surrendering to the divine will help us? 
 
viii. What was Einstein’s belief about faith? 
 



ix. Choose the most appropriate option from below that reflects the author’s viewpoint about 
faith from paragraph 3. 

a. Orthodox 
b. Balanced 
c. Superstitious 
d. Hostile 

 
x. Which word from paragraph 5 means the opposite of ‘permanent’? 

 
2. Read the passage carefully:  

1. 1 in every 10 workers in India is a child; a child who is guaranteed protections under the 
Indian Law, and guaranteed an education and mid-day meals, till the age of 14. The sight of 
a chotu running to fetch you a chai on the train platform or at your local tea stall, isn't much 
of a sight in India. In fact, one could almost say that the chotu culture has become so 
ubiquitous, that him not being there would be a bit confusing for some of the regulars.  

 

 

 

2. According to the UNICEF, there are about 10.1 million children employed in child labour in 
India today. That amounts to approximately 13% of our workforce. India has been trying to 
combat this blight since before it became a republic, with the passing of the Employment of 
Children Act, 1938. Post-independence, the Factories Act, 1948 and the Mines Act, 1952, 
banned the practice of using children below the age of 14 and 18, in their respective 
production processes.  

 



3. This set the tone for the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 which 
prevents the employment of children below the age of 14 years in life-threatening 
occupations identified in a list by the law and finally the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection) of children Act of 2000 made the employment of children a punishable offence. 
5. The JJ Act came into force shortly after India ratified the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), in 1992 and made the offence punishable with imprisonment from three 
months to one year or with fine no less than INR 10,000-20,000 rupees or with both.  

 
4. The Right to Education Act, passed in 2009, was supposed to go beyond punishing people 

for child labour to creating a conducive environment for building the capabilities of all 
Indian children, so that they could have a complete education and enter the workforce out of 
choice and not compulsion. However, even after all this, child labour continues to be the 
norm in a lot of industries.  

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing 
the most appropriate option:        10x1=10 marks 

i. The 'chotu' culture in India has been promoted silently by:  

a. the government  
b. the offices  
c. the family of Chotu  
d. Indian society  

ii. List the Acts restricting Child labour in chronological order: 

1. The Factories Act  
2. The Child Labour Act  
3. The Employment of Children Act  
4. The Mines Act  
 
a. 1, 3, 2, 4  
b. 3, 1, 4, 2  
c. 2, 3, 1, 4  
d. 1, 2, 3, 4  

iii. For which occupation has The Juvenile Justice of Children Act of 2000 made the 
employment of children a punishable offence?  

a. life threatening occupation  
b. construction works  
c. factory labour  
d. manufacturing sector  

 



iv. The JJ Act made the employment of children punishable offence with imprisonment:  

a. from six months to one year  
b. from three months to six months  
c. from three months to one year  
d. from three months to five months  

v. What percentage of children was employed in the agriculture sector in the year 2011?  

a. 77.5%  
b. 61.7%  
c. 29.9% 
d. 67.7%  

FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED CANDIDATES (in place of v) 

 What was the vision with which The Right to Education Act was passed in 2009? 

vi. In which year 29.9% of children were employed in the service sector?  

a. Year 2001  
b. Year 2010  
c. Year 2011  
d. Year 2000  

FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED CANDIDATES (in place of vi) 

 How are we responsible for promoting chotu culture? 

vii. The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 prevents the employment of 
children below the age of_________ years in life-threatening occupations: 

viii. Employment of Children Act was passed in the year_____________  

ix. Which word in the passage means same as “signed or gave formal approval'? (para 3) 

x. Which word in the passage means same as 'universal'? (para 1)  

SECTION--B 

III. CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 

i. You are Harry/Leena of class XII B. Your school, Hogwarts International, Mumbai, is 
organizing an online lecture by the famous novelist, J.K Rowling on the occasion of ‘Literacy 
Week’ to be celebrated in your school. Write a notice informing students about the lecture in 50 
words. Invent necessary details.        3 marks 

OR 



RWA of your society is going to organize Flag hoisting ceremony on the occasion of Republic 
Day in the central park of the society.  Write a notice in about 50 words informing all residents 
and requesting their presence and participation. Give all necessary details. You are Rashi/ 
Ronak, Secretary of the society. 

ii. You are Dr. Shruthi Rai, Dean, AIIMS, Bhopal. You have been invited to deliver a lecture on 
‘Healthy Lifestyle’ at Sharda Bal Vikas Mandir, Bhopal. Write a reply accepting the invitation.  

3 Marks 

OR 
Your school is going to hold its Annual Sports Day. You want Mr. Dhanraj Pillai, a noted 
hockey player to give away the prizes to the budding sportspersons of the school. Write a formal 
invitation in about 50 words requesting him to grace the occasion, You are Karina/Karan, Sports 
Secretary, Sunrise Global School, Delhi. 
 
iii. You are Apoorva, B-120, Malviya Nagar, Chennai. Read the advertisement given below and 
draft a letter including a CV, applying for the advertised post given below. Invent necessary 
details.           5 Marks 

Indian Pharmaceuticals, 20 Coast Road, Kochi 
Requires Trainee Medical Representatives. Candidates should be Science Pharmacy graduates 
and below 25 years of age. Fluency in English and any one of the regional languages is 
essential. Attractive stipend with handsome working allowances will be offered during training 
period. After successful completion of the training, the candidates will be appointed on regular 
basis. Please apply with complete resume and recent photograph at the above address.                           

OR 

You are Rajan/Rajni, a voracious reader of The Deccan Times. You are happy to see the Indian 
Railways making a conscious effort to increase the speed of trains as well as maintaining 
cleanliness in trains and stations. Write a letter to the editor appreciating the effort of the 
railways as well as suggesting further measures to make train travel a safe, fast and pleasurable 
experience in India. 
 
iv.  During the season of marriages you have seen people spending a lot of money only to satisfy 
their ego or so called social norms but during Covid, when the number of people allowed at a 
marriage was reduced to as low as twenty, you felt it was a good step which saved unnecessary 
expenses. All the money wasted in marriages can be put to some constructive use. Write an 
article in 150-200 words on Simple Marriages. You are Vikas/Vikki, a student of class XII at 
Modern Public School.          5 Marks 

OR 



You are Rama/Ram, a columnist for The Times of India. Write a news report on a seminar on 
road safety organized by The Rotary Club. You may use the following hints: (Date/Time/Place – 
Inauguration – Chief Guest – Speakers – ideas shared – statistics of participation-Conclusion) 

 

SECTION--C: LITERATURE  

IV. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow:         

A.              6x1 = 6 Marks 
Looked out at young 
trees printing, the merry children spilling  
out of their homes, but after the airport’s 
security check, standing a few yards 
away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 
as a late winter’s moon and felt that old familiar ache... 
 
i The trees are described as ‘young’ because ______________ 
 
ii Choose whether true or false: 
Statement 1: The poet doesn’t realize that her mother has aged 
Statement 2: The poet feels the pain of separation 

a. Statement 1 is true 
b. Statement 2 is true 
c. Both statement 1 and 2 are true 
d. Both statement 1 and 2 are false 

 
iii Choose the option that completes the sentence given below. 
Just as the brightness of the winter’s moon is veiled behind the haze and mist, similarly, _______ 

a. The pain of separation has shaded mother’s expression 
b. Age has fogged mother’s youthful appearance 
c. Growing up has developed a seasoned maturity in the poet 
d. poet’s mother warms the heart like the pale moon in winter 

 
iv Choose the correct option out of the ones given below:  

a. Simile: the merry children spilling, Metaphor: old familiar ache 
b. Metaphor: pale as a late winter’s moon, Imagery: young trees sprinting 
c. Imagery: all I did was smile, Personification: the merry children spilling 
d. Personification: young trees sprinting, Simile: pale as a late winter’s moon 

     
v The poem is made up of  

a. Twenty lines 



b. A single sentence 
c. Ten stanzas 
d. Five stanzas 

 
vi To put “that thought” out of her mind, the poet started looking ____________ 

 
OR 

It would be an exotic moment 
without rush, 
without engines, 
we would all be together 
in a sudden strangeness. 
Fishermen in the cold sea 
would not harm whales 
 
i. What is the poetic device used in ‘cold sea’? 

a. personification 
b. transferred epithet 
c. metaphor  
d. alliteration 
 

ii ‘What does the poem speak about?  
a. need to be silent 
b. need to introspect and feel brotherhood 
c. need to turn off engines 
d. need to have sudden strangeness 
 

iii ‘Fishermen in the cold sea would not harm whales. The poet is here referring to  
a. hard work of the fishermen 
b. man being responsible for harming environment 
c. man being responsible for extinction of marine life 
d. He considers fishing a tiring profession  
 

iv Why does the poet appeal to the readers to keep quiet? 
a. To bring peace to the world 
b. To unite the world 
c. To introspect and reflect 
d. To remain inactive 

 
v. Name the poem and the poet. 
vi The poet is asking everyone not to speak in any language so that ____________ 



B.            4x1 = 4 Marks 
A large bell rang for breakfast, its loud metallic voice crashing through the belfry overhead and 
into our sensitive ears. The annoying clatter of shoes on bare floors gave us no peace. The 
constant clash of harsh noises, with an undercurrent of many voices murmuring an unknown 
tongue, made a bedlam within which I was securely tied. And though my spirit tore itself in 
struggling for its lost freedom, all was useless.  
 
i. Why was the clatter of shoes annoying?  
 
ii. Based on the extract, please select the correct option - 
Statement 1 - The author was not used to loud sounds or voices. 
Statement 2- The author did not like to be at the present place 

a. Statement 1 alone can be inferred from the extract 
b. Statement 2 alone can be inferred from the extract 
c. Neither Statement 1 nor Statement 2 can be inferred from the extract 
d. Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 can be inferred from the extract 

 
iii. Why were the voices ‘murmuring an unknown tongue’ for Zitkala-Sa? 
 
iv. “And though my spirit tore itself in struggling for its lost freedom, all was useless.” Which of 
the following would most closely describe emotions of author as represented in this sentence? 

a. austere 
b. resignation 
c. revolt 
d. aggression 

 
OR 

 
From that day onwards it was celebration time for all the tigers inhabiting Pratibandapuram. The 
state banned tiger hunting by anyone except the Maharaja. A proclamation was issued to the 
effect that if anyone dared to fling so much as a stone at a tiger, all his wealth and property 
would be confiscated. The Maharaja vowed he would attend to all other matters only after killing 
the hundred tigers. Initially the king seemed well set to realise his ambition. Not that he faced no 
dangers. There were times when the bullet missed its mark, the tiger leapt upon him and he 
fought the beast with his bare hands. Each time it was the Maharaja who won. 
 
i The tone of the author when he says, ‘it was celebration time for all tigers’ is 

a. solemn 
b. sarcastic 
c. sympathetic 
d. mocking 



 
ii Pick the pair of TRUE statements based on the extract. 
1. Tiger hunting was absolutely banned in the kingdom. 
2. The Maharaja was extremely courageous and fearless. 
3. The Maharaja paid heed to matters related to his kingdom. 
4. The Maharaja ordained that property will be given to anyone who hurt tigers. 

a. 1 and 2 
b. 2 and 4 
c. 2 and 3 
d. 1 and 4 

 
iii State whether true or false: 
Whenever the Tiger king went for tiger hunting, he faced dangers but was always victorious. 
 
iv On the basis of this passage, pick the option that enumerates the characteristics of the king. 

a. gullible and irritable  
b. arrogant and cowardly 
c. resolute and courageous 
d. aggressive and selfish  

 
C.            6x1 = 6 Marks 

After the grammar, we had a lesson in writing. That day M. Hamel had new copies for us, 
written in a beautiful round hand-France, Alsace, France, Alsace. They looked like little flags 
flooded everywhere in the school-room, hung from the rod at the top of our desks. You ought 
to have seen how everyone set to work, and how quiet it was! The only sound was the 
scratching of the pens over the paper. Once some beetles flew in but nobody paid any attention 
to them not even the littlest ones, who worked right on tracing their fish-hooks, as if that was 
French, too. On the roof the pigeons cooed very low, and I thought to myself, “Will they make 
them sing in German, even the pigeons?” 

 
i The author compare the copies of writing to __________________ 
 
ii Why did M. Hamel give the writing exercise ‘France, Alsace, France, Alsace‘? 
1) to instill feelings of patriotism towards France. 
2) to create a sense of unity and harmony 
3) to make sure students know where they are from 
4) to make them proud of belonging to Prussia 

a. (1) & (4) 
b. (2) & (3) 
c. (1) & (3) 
d. (2) & (4) 



 
iii “Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?” who is referred to as  
“they” here? 

a. the French government 
b. the Prussian government 
c. the village elders 
d. the students 

 
iv What regret did Franz have? 

a. that he could never play in the school.  
b. that he did not learn French. 
c. that he would miss his old friends and M. Hamel.  
d. None of these 

 
v The atmosphere in the class was of: 

a. Regret 
b. Sadness 
c. Silence 
d. All of the above 

 
vi How was every student in the class occupied? 
 
 

OR 
 
It was late in December. Darkness was already descending over the forest. This increased the 
danger, and increased also his gloom and despair. Finally, he saw no way out, and he sank down 
on the ground, tired to death, thinking that his last moment had come. But just as he laid his head 
on the ground, he heard a sound; a hard regular thumping. There was no doubt as to what that 
was. He raised himself. “Those are the hammer strokes from an iron mill”, he thought. 

i. What increased the danger in the forest? 

a. Entry of the peddler  
b. Descending of the darkness 
c. Presence of wild animals  
d. Absence of water body 

ii. What does the poem mean by ‘Sinking on the ground’? 

a. Where to hide the stolen wealth  
b. How to find food and shelter 
c. How to protect from the wild animals  
d. That his last moment has come 



iii. What drew his attention? 

a. Roaring of the lion  
b. Chirping of the birds 
c. Sounds of an iron mill  
d. Hissing of a snake 

iv. Which word in the extract means ‘walk falteringly’? 

v. The kind of life lead by the peddler can be best described as: 

a. Happy and full of joy  
b. Sad and monotonous 
c. Nonchalant  
d. Meditative 

vi. The rattrap peddler thought that he was caught in his own_____________ in the forest. 

 

 V. Answer any five out of the following six questions in 40-50 words each:     5x2 = 10 Marks 
          

a) How did the peddler thank Edla Wilmanson for her kindness?  
b) Why is Seemapuri described as being ‘Miles away, metaphorically’, from Delhi?  
c) Give an account of the problems faced by the indigo sharecroppers. 
d) What kind of a lesson can we learn from Mother Earth?  
e) Douglas had just begun to gain confidence in water when the misadventure happened. 

What was the misadventure? 
f) What was the conflict of duties in which Gandhiji was involved? What did he choose? 

 
VI. Answer any two out of the following three questions in 40-50 words:        2x2 = 4 Marks 
             

a) How did 'The World' help Charley to confirm his doubts regarding the existence of a 
third level?  

b) What did Maharaja do to please the high ranking British official? 
c) How are microscopic phyto planktons important? 

 
VII. Answer any one of the following two questions in about 120-150 words:  6x1=6 Marks  
 
Wars are always disastrous. Wars rob people off their home, belongings, people and even their 
own language. With reference to your study of the chapter, The Last Lesson, describe the 
sufferings of the people of Alsace and Lorraine.                             
OR                            
Casteism has been a deep rooted social evil in Indian society. Do you think it has been reflected 
in the lesson ‘Poets and Pancakes’ as well? Elucidate. 
 
VIII. Answer any one of the following two questions in about 120-150 words:  6x1=6 Marks 



 
It is obvious from the lesson ‘The Tiger King’ that lack of good counselling made the king 
autocrat and he arbitrarily ruined the environment by killing tigers of two kingdoms. Do you 
think this act of killing the tigers by the King was justified? Explain your view.  
OR 
Imagine you are the narrator writing to your parents back home telling them about your 
experience in Antarctica and how it is similar to that back home in some ways. Begin with: 
Antarctica  
02 December 2022  
Dear Mom 
It is so different here. I am writing to capture these amazing moments I am spending here. 
Antarctica is… 
               

______________________________________________ 

 

 


